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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE RABAT 1 160 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR PBOR MO SS AG AF 

SUBJECT: KING'S THRONE DAY SPEECH BREAKS NO NEW GROUND 

1 . KING HASSAN DELIVERED 35 MINUTE THRONE DAY SPEECH FROM 
MARRAKECH ON MARCH 3. FIRM AND STATESMANLIKE IN TONE, IT WAS 
DEVOTED PRIMARILY TO SAHARA DEVELOPMENT, MOROCCAN SUSPENSION OF 
OAU ACTIVITY, AND INTERNAL DEMOCRATIZATION. NO NEW SUBSTANCE 
WAS BREACHED, NOR WERE DETAILS AND TIMING OF PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS REVEALED. 
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2. SAHARA. KING OUTLINED PROGRESS MADE DURING PAST YEAR TO ORGANIZE 
THE TERRITORY AND DEVELOP ITS INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENUMERATED CURRENT 
AND FUTURE PROJECTS, PRAISING MOROCCANS FOR RESPONSE TO LAST YEAR'S 
$250 MILLION SAHARA LOAN. KING MENTIONED INTER ALIA PLANS TO 
CONSTRUCT RAILWAY FROM MARRAKECH TO EL-AYOUN AND TO DEVELOP RICH 
IRON ORE FINDS WHICH HE TERMED SECOND IN IMPORTANCE ONLY TO 
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SAHARA'S PHOSPHATES. HE ALSO NOTED DISCOVERY OF OIL SHALE EXTENDING 
FROM TARFAYA TO EL-AYOUN AND BOUJDOUR. KING EXPLAINED THAT HE 
HAD FOCUSSED ON SAHARA IN SPEECH BECAUSE HE WISHED TO MAKE 
EXPLICIT HIS "CONCEPT OF OVERALL SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ENTIRE EXTENT 
OF THE COUNTRY." 

3. MOROCCAN OAU SUSPENSION (RABAT 1050). KING AVOIDED CITING 
NAMES IN EXPRESSING "PROFOUND DISAPPOINTMENT AND REGRET" 

THAT SOME STATES OF THE CONTINENT HAD CONSCIOUSLY LEFT THE PATH 

OF REASON AND GOOD SENSE TO ATTEMPT AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE 
DIFFICULTIES FOR MOROCCO. KING STRESSED FIRMNESS AS MOROCCO'S BEST 
RESPONSE, CASTIGATING THE "SMALL GROUP" WHICH AT LOME 
OAU MINISTERIAL MEETING HAD COMMITTED A "VERITABLE AGGRESSION" 

OF FALSE ACCUSATIONS, CAUSING MOROCCO TO SUSPEND OAU 
PARTICIPATION "UNTIL IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ORGANIZATION ITSELF AND 
THOSE OF ITS MEMBERS WHICH ARE DOING IT CONSCIOUS HARM RETURN 
TO BEHAVIOR MARKED BY CORRECTNESS AND REASON." KING ALSO 
VOICED ASTONISHMENT THAT OAU MAJORITY HAD TAKEN A PASSIVE ATTITUDE, 
BUT HE PROMISED TO WORK TO STRENGTHEN RELATIONS WITH REASONABLE 
AFRICAN STATES. 

4. ELECTIONS. KING REITERATED "FIRM DETERMINATION" TO PROCEED 
WITH ELECTORAL PROCESS AIMING AT INSTALLATION OF PARLIAMENT. HE 
DESCRIBED HIS OBJECTIVE AS BUILDING A NEW MOROCCO "FOR GENERATIONS 
AND CENTURIES," ASSURING POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STABILITY. 

HE ALSO EMPHASIZED NEED FOR SINCERITY AND INTEGRITY ON PART OF 
ELECTED OFFICIALS. STRONGLY RECOMMENDING VIGILANCE IN AVOIDING 
ERRORS. "WE FEAR FOR OUR DEMOCRACY..." ONE BRANCH MIGHT BE 
TEMPTED TO ABUSE THE PREROGATIVES OF ANOTHER. KING WARNED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 RABAT 01160 041252Z 

OBLIQUELY, CALLING ON COUNTRY TO AVOID FALLING INTO THE HANDS 
OF A "TYRANNICAL MINORITY IMPOSING ITS OPINIONS BY FORCE AND 
ARBITRARINESS." 

5. KING ALSO MENTIONED IN PASSING A 10 PERCENT GROWTH IN 
ECONOMIC OUTPUT IN 1976, CONCLUDING WITH A "VIBRANT 
HOMMAGE" TO THE ARMED 

FORCES FOR THEIR SERVICES TO THE NATION. 

6. COMMENT: SAHARAN REMARKS CONCENTRATED ON DEVELOPMENT AS 
THE KING'S PRIMARY CONCERN, AND THERE WAS NO REFERENCE TO 
ALGERIA OR POLISARIO. KING'S INDIGNANT INDIRECT REFUTATION OF ACCUSA- 
TION S WITHIN OAU OF MOROCCAN INVOLVEMENT IN BENIN SIGNALS NO EARLY 
END TO MOROCCO'S OAU SUSPENSION. KING DID NOT ANNOUNCE TIMING 

OF PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS, PREVIOUSLY EXPECTED 
FOR APRIL 1 BUT NOW CONSIDERED LIKELY TO BE DELAYED. 

FINALLY KING OBLIQUELY BUT FIRMLY WARNED THE OPPOSITION 
THAT ONE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT, I.E. PARLIAMENT, SHOULD 
NOT INFRINGE ON ANOTHER (SEPTEL FOLLOWS ON CURRENT 
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STATUS OF ELECTORAL PROCESS). 
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